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As we approach Easter we have several things to prepare for. For

example, what are we going to wear on Easter, making sure we

have everything for our Easter baskets, scheduling out our Easter

Sunday plans so we can attend church on time. Though as Easter

plans get underway it is important we reflect on the events leading

up to Easter before we arrive on that celebratory day. It is our

prayer you can use this devotional to help guide you and your

family/friends on the journey to the Cross and beyond. Throughout

this book, you will encounter various accounts of what took place

during Jesus Christ's final week. Along with readings, discussion

questions, and prayers, each day you are given a few pages to

journal or draw on as well as some extra activities for the day. The

best part is we created this devotional for a broad range of ages

and you can work through it individually or as a family/friends.

Whether you take 5 minutes or dedicate 3 hours a day to it, we

hope you find this journey an insightful, Spirit-led, and inspiring

form of worship!
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The first day of Holy
Week, commemorating
Jesus Christ's
triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. 

Jesus clears the
temple
grounds and predicts
His resurrection.

Mary anoints Jesus
while the disciples bulk
at such extravagance. 
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M a u n d y

T h u r s d a y
G o o d

F r i d a y
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During His Last
Supper, Jesus
exemplifies the kind of
humility His followers
need. 

At the end of His Last
Supper, Jesus gives
His disciples a new
commandment. 

The day we reflect and
remember the trials, 
 suffering, and
crucifixion of Jesus
Christ. 
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S a t u r d a y
R e s u r r e c t i o n

S u n d a y
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The day Jesus Christ
lays in the tomb after
His death on the
Cross. 

The celebration of the
recurrection of Jesus
Christ! "He has risen,
Christ is risen indeed!" 
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Palm Sunday
Z E C H A R I A H  9 : 9 - 1 0  &  J O H N  1 2 : 1 2 - 2 6

TO DO

Alone: Journal on the following
pages.

 
Together: Weave your palm lead into

a cross (scan QR code  for
instructions)

 
For Little Ones: Make a parade where

you are Jesus and all your stuffed
animals are watching you enter! 

EXTRA FUN 

Have a Palm Sundae Party (scan QR 
 Code for recipe) 

SONGS

"All Glory, Laud, & Honor" 

by Ron & Shelly Hamilton

Follow our Spotify Playlist

DISCUSSION
Have you ever been to a parade? What was it like? 

If you were welcoming Jesus today, what would you do?

What is significant about Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey?

Is this how conquering kings and generals would come into

Jerusalem as victors?

PRAY
God, as we think about the triumphal entry of Jesus, and how His
entry is different from that of a worldly king or conquering general,
we realize that those who follow Him are to live differently than the
world. We are called to live lives of humility, and service lives of
genuine love for You and others. Help us to show the world that we
follow a new kind of king.

REFLECTION

As Jesus rides into Jerusalem, people come out to greet Him by waving

palm branches and shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in

the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” It is clear that the

people expected Jesus to be a conquering king who would sit on a

throne in Jerusalem and establish the greatness of Israel. But Jesus

came to be a new kind of King. He came to be the kind of King who

would conquer by giving His life as a ransom for all. In response to the

crowd and the kind of king they expected, Jesus rides on a donkey (a

symbol of peace), not a mighty stallion (a symbol of war), welcomes

some Greeks (Gentiles) who have come to see Him making it clear that

His Kingdom is for all people, and says that His followers must lose

their life to follow Him. The world has seen all kinds of kings over the

years, but never a king like Jesus. He came to establish a new Kingdom

that would be for all people, a Kingdom that would endure forever, a

Kingdom that would be built by giving His life for us. Following King

Jesus calls us to follow His example and lose our life and give

everything we are to Him.

4
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Palm Sunday
Use the journal pages to reflect on today's devotional. 

 
Starter Ideas:

• This reading reminds me of/makes me think about... 
• My favorite verse was...

• I noticed...

5



Palm Sunday
J O U R N A L  P A G E
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Monday
I S A I A H  5 6 : 1 - 8  &  J O H N  2 : 1 3 - 2 2  

TO DO

Alone: Journal on the following
pages.

 
Together: Spring cleaning! Take some
time to clear out anything that should

not be in your house. 
 

For Little Ones: Make a map of
Jerusalem (scan QR code for

instructions) 

EXTRA FUN 

Bake Prayer Pretzels (scan QR code
for recipe) 

SONGS

"My Song is Love Unknown"

by Elevation Music

Follow our Spotify Playlist

DISCUSSION
Tell about a time when you reacted because you were very angry.

Was your anger appropriate? Was the way that you acted because

of your anger appropriate? 

When you see people exploiting others, does it make you angry?

Why would God be angry about these things? 

Why did Jesus react to His anger here in the temple and not when

people mocked Him, treated Him unfairly, and ultimately nailed

Him to the cross?

PRAY
Dear God, help us to recognize the things in our lives that don’t
belong there. Show us how to clear them out so we can honor You
with our bodies by worship and witness. Amen.

REFLECTION

In this passage, we see Jesus get angry about what was happening in

the temple: the temple grounds, which was designated for worship and

prayer, had been turned into a place of trade. The people who had

come to worship and pray were met with the obstacles of exchanging

money and the sights and sounds of a cattle auction. Jesus was angry

because that activity was preventing people from doing what the

temple was intended for— fostering a relationship with God. When

questioned about His authority to drive out the animals and money-

changers, Jesus responded with how the temple would be redefined

through His death, burial, and resurrection. We have access to God 24

hours a day, seven days a week through prayer and worship. Since

God’s Spirit dwells within us, we need to be faithful to honor God in all

we do and clean out the things in our lives that do not honor or glorify

Him.

7
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Monday
Use the journal pages to reflect on today's devotional. 

 
Starter Ideas:

• This reading reminds me of/makes me think about... 
• My favorite verse was...

• I noticed...



Monday
J O U R N A L  P A G E
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Tuesday
P S A L M  8 6 : 1 - 7  &  J O H N  1 2 : 1 - 9

TO DO

Alone: Journal on the following
pages.

 
Together: Do something extravagant

for someone today! 
 

For Little Ones: Paint the cross
outline with fingerprints. (scan QR 

 code for instructions) 

EXTRA FUN 

Make your own reed diffusers.
(scan QR code for instructions) 

SONGS

"How Can It Be"

by Enfield

Follow our Spotify Playlist

DISCUSSION
What was the value of this “expensive” ointment? Read John 12:5.

Remember that a denarius is one day’s wage for the average

worker. What is the modern-day value? 

What does Mary do for Jesus while He is reclined at the table? Is

Mary doing something that is very common, or is her anointing of

Jesus uncommon and extremely special? 

Have you ever seen or heard someone react like Judas when

someone has done something extravagant for God? Why do you

think they reacted the way they did? Does their reaction tell you

anything about their heart for Jesus?

PRAY
Lord, thank You for the example of Mary’s act of sacrifice and
devotion to Jesus by the beautiful way she blessed Him and
prepared Him for His imminent death and burial. Help my love and
devotion to Jesus be as extravagant and generous as Mary’s honor
and sacrifice.

REFLECTION

During the final week of Jesus’ life, before He was crucified Jesus was

together with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus celebrating what Jesus has

done by bringing Lazarus back to life. During the dinner, Mary takes a

jar of expensive and very fragrant ointment and she anoints Jesus.

Judas (along with the other disciples) critically asks why the ointment

was not sold, because it was valued at a year’s worth of wages, and the

money given to the poor. Judas did not care about the poor, he was

only interested in how he could line his own pockets and use the

money for his own purposes. Jesus defends Mary and the act of

sacrifice and devotion that she has shown to Jesus in preparation for

His burial. In this story, we see the hearts of several characters. Judas

has a heart that is far from God. He is consumed by his own greed and

manipulates the situation to serve his own purposes. Mary’s heart is

one of surrender and devotion to Jesus. She has a perceptive heart

that takes the opportunity to show Jesus extravagant love, knowing

that she may not have another opportunity. The hearts of these

characters help us evaluate our heart for Jesus.

10
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Tuesday
Use the journal pages to reflect on today's devotional. 

 
Starter Ideas:

• This reading reminds me of/makes me think about... 
• My favorite verse was...

• I noticed...
 



Tuesday
J O U R N A L  P A G E

12



Wednesday
J O H N  1 3 : 1 - 1 7  &  P H I L I P P I A N S  2 : 1 - 1 1

TO DO

Alone: Journal on the following
pages.

 
Together: Find something that

everyone agrees is not fun, but is a
service to others and go do it

together!
 

For Little Ones: Soak your feet in  the
bathtub with a parent and talk about

why you love them. 

EXTRA FUN 

Make some Hot Cross Buns
(scan QR code for instructions) 

SONGS

"What Wondrous Love Is This"

by Fernando Ortega

Follow our Spotify Playlist

DISCUSSION
What does it mean to love someone to the end? Has someone

shown you this kind of love in your life? 

Name something that is equivalent to washing feet in the first

century that most people would not be willing to do today. 

Why didn’t any of the disciples think to offer to wash each other’s

feet? What were some of the other disciples doing during this

meal? Read Luke 22:24.

PRAY
Jesus, we see that You, who was given all authority, humbled
Yourself to serve Your friends and even Your enemies. This is a
powerful reminder that You call us to do the same in our lives.
Instead of looking to be served, help us to see opportunities this
week to live like You lived and serve the people around us. Amen.

REFLECTION

In John 13 we see Jesus with his disciples reclining around the table to

celebrate the Passover meal. During this last meal, as the disciples are

arguing about who was to be considered the greatest in God’s

Kingdom, Jesus rises from the table, dresses like a servant, and washes

the feet of the disciples. This act of humble service, by the greatest one

in the room, serves to set up everything that will take place in the next

18 hours. After this meal, Jesus will go to the Garden of Gethsemane,

be betrayed, be arrested, stand trial, and be beaten, flogged, mocked,

and crucified. This last act of service demonstrates Jesus’ great love

for His disciples and gives them a glimpse of the great love that He will

demonstrate for all people as He gives His life on the cross. Paul later

remarks that we are to have the same mindset as Christ, being humble

toward others and obedient to God’s will. Jesus is calling His disciples,

as well as you and me, to follow His example of service. In order to be

great in the Kingdom, we have to humble ourselves and serve even the

least among us.

13
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Wednesday
Use the journal pages to reflect on today's devotional. 

 
Starter Ideas:

• This reading reminds me of/makes me think about... 
• My favorite verse was...

• I noticed...



Wednesday
J O U R N A L  P A G E
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Maundy Thursday
E X O D U S  1 2 : 2 1 - 2 7  &  J O H N  1 3 : 3 1 - 3 5

TO DO

Alone: Journal on the following
pages.

 
Together: Talk together about

someone who is difficult for you to
love. Brainstorm some ideas of small

ways you can start showing that
person love.

 
For Little Ones: Try to make a list of
everyone Jesus loves. It's gonna be a

long list! 

EXTRA FUN 

Make a re-creation of Leonardo
DaVinci's famous "The Last Supper" 

(scan QR code for reference) 

SONGS

"The Gospel Song"

by the Shiloh Church Choir &

Sovereign Grace Music

Follow our Spotify Playlist

DISCUSSION
What meal is Jesus about to eat with His disciples? What is the

significance of this meal? (Check out Exodus 11 & 12)

What command does Jesus give His disciples? Is this really a new

command? Read Leviticus 19:18. What does Jesus add to this

command that makes it new? What does Jesus say that qualifies or

defines the type of love He is commanding His disciples to have? 

How many times and different ways  do you think Jesus has shown

His love to  Judas even though He knew Judas would betray Him?

What do we learn about Jesus in these last moments with Judas?

PRAY
God, thank You for looking beyond my faults and for loving me
unconditionally. Forgive me when I fail to love others in the same
way. Give me eyes to see the needs of the difficult people in my life,
and show me how to meet those needs in a way that pleases You.
Amen.

REFLECTION
After Judas leaves the upper room, Jesus begins His final teaching to

the disciples before He is crucified. He tells them, “Now is the Son of

Man glorified ...” because He knows He is headed to the cross to

complete the purpose for which He has come into the world. On the

cross, we see that Jesus and the Father are fully glorified as They

demonstrate Their great love for humankind. But in addition to

demonstrating love for the world, Jesus gives His disciples a new

command to love one another in the same way He has loved them. This

command is new in its scope to love everyone and new in its depth to

love people with the love that Jesus has for you. Disciples of Jesus are

to love one another because that is how the world will know that they

truly are followers of Jesus. Jesus is calling His disciples to love each

other with an agape love: love without any regard to what they may

get in return. This kind of love is lived out when we serve others when

it’s not convenient when we give when it hurts when we forgive others

when someone has wronged us, and when we seek the forgiveness of

those we have wronged. Love for one another is the greatest gift the

church can give to the world, because through our love God is

glorified, the church is effective, and we demonstrate our faithfulness.

16
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Maundy Thursday
Use the journal pages to reflect on today's devotional. 

 
Starter Ideas:

• This reading reminds me of/makes me think about... 
• My favorite verse was...

• I noticed...



Maundy Thursday
J O U R N A L  P A G E
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Good Friday
I S A I A H  5 3 : 4 - 6  &  J O H N  1 9

Alone: Journal on the following
pages.

 
Together: Reflect on the great price
Jesus paid for you on this day over
2,000 years ago. Watch the movie

"The Passion of the Christ" or a
production of "Jesus Christ

Superstar" or read an account of
Jesus' death like Charles Swindoll's

"Behold..the Man!" together. 
 

For Little Ones: Before you read the
Bible passage for today, dress up like

you're going to a funeral. 

TO DO

EXTRA FUN 

Nothing today as we remain in
reflection of the death of Christ.

SONGS

"Here is Love"

by Fernando Ortega

Follow our Spotify Playlist

DISCUSSION
What was the purpose of making Jesus carry His own cross

through the busy streets of Jerusalem to the place of execution?

John’s account of the crucifixion is the shortest of the four

accounts and the detail that he gives is unique to his Gospel. How

does his crucifixion account make his point that Jesus is the Son of

God? 

John mentions a few people who were at Jesus’ crucifixion but

Luke says “all His acquaintances, including the women who had

followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these

things” (Luke 23:49). Whom does that include and why is it

important that all these people witnessed Jesus’ death?

PRAY
Jesus, today we remember and recognize that You really did suffer,
You really did die, and You really did rise again to be our King. As we
go about our life this weekend, remind us that You bore the cross for
us so we could have life and be a part of Your eternal kingdom. May
the cross, emptied of its power by You, be central to everything that
we are and do this week and always!  

REFLECTION
Jesus is flogged and mocked as Pilate tries to solicit pity from the Jews

in His attempt to release Jesus. The Roman soldiers take Jesus and

brutally scourge Him with a cat-of-nine-tails until Jesus’ body is

bleeding and broken. Then the Roman soldiers twist together a mock

crown of thorns and press it onto His brow. They dress Jesus in a

purple robe and pay fake homage to Him as “King of the Jews.” They

strike Him on the head and spit upon Him as they mock and ridicule

Him. Pilate presents Jesus to the Jews, beaten and bloody, by saying

“Behold the man,” and “Behold your King!” The irony which John

wants the reader to see is the One who was mocked and ridiculed is

truly the Son of God and the one true King. If you ever want to see

God’s love for you, look no further than the suffering that Jesus went

through. We see the wounds of Jesus, and as Christians, we

understand that He bore those wounds for us. We are healed by His

stripes and His blood that was shed as He suffered and died for us. The

world may see a defeated Jesus, who is often mocked and ridiculed

still today, but Christians see our glorious Lord and Savior who loves

us.

19
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Good Friday
Use the journal pages to reflect on today's devotional. 

 
Starter Ideas:

• This reading reminds me of/makes me think about... 
• My favorite verse was...

• I noticed...



Good Friday
J O U R N A L  P A G E

21



Holy Saturday
I S A I A H  5 2 : 1 3 - 1 5  &  J O H N  1 9 : 3 1 - 4 2

TO DO

Alone: Journal on the following
pages.

 
Together: Today is a day of waiting.

Spend as much time as you can today
in silence and prayer.

 
For Little Ones: Play a waiting game.
Get a snack or piece of candy and see
how long you can wait for it. Can you
last a few minutes? An hour? A whole

day?!

EXTRA FUN 

Today is a day of waiting so wait until
tomorrow for extra fun!

SONGS

No recommendations today!

It's a day of silence and prayer.

DISCUSSION
What do these men risk losing by asking for the body of Jesus?

What have you risked losing in order to show your allegiance to

Jesus? 

Through all of the detail surrounding the death and the burial of

Jesus, what can we conclude about who Jesus is and how people

should respond? 

Have you ever had an event happen to you that left you terrified of

what tomorrow might bring? If you haven’t, can you imagine what

it might feel like?

PRAY
God, You really did send Your Son to earth. He really did die to pay
the price of sin. He really was buried and raised to life again
conquering death and hell. These truths are central to the Gospel
message and to my life as a Christian. May these truths give me
confidence and peace as I acknowledge You as my Lord. Amen.

REFLECTION
John’s point is that Jesus is dead and He is the promised Messiah who

fulfills Old Testament prophecy. Jesus’ death reflects centuries-old

prophecies that cannot be explained by simple coincidence. John

wants his readers to understand that Jesus is the promised Messiah,

the Son of God, and the crucifixion is part of God’s salvation working in

the world. He also wants us to understand the seeming finality of

Jesus’ death: Jesus’ spirit left His body; the Roman soldiers made sure

that Jesus was definitely deceased. He wasn’t the kind of dead or near

death or in a coma. John also notes that Joseph of Arimathea and

Nicodemus, both men on the Jewish high council, had Jesus’ body

taken down and placed in a tomb that was not meant to be opened

again. And then we can imply from verse 42 that everyone, even the

disciples, went home to observe the Sabbath. Unlike us, they didn’t go

home waiting and expecting for Jesus to come out of the tomb. They

thought it was all over. The followers of Jesus went away wondering

“What are we going to do now? Do I go back to my old job?” This was a

scary and uncertain time for them. Their hopes, dreams, and futures

were riding on the Man they followed. Now He was dead.

22
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Holy Saturday
Use the journal pages to reflect on today's devotional. 

 
Starter Ideas:

• This reading reminds me of/makes me think about... 
• My favorite verse was...

• I noticed...



Holy Saturday
J O U R N A L  P A G E
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Resurrection Sunday 
L U K E  2 4 : 1 - 1 2  &  R E V E L A T I O N  1 : 1 2 - 1 8

TO DO

Alone: Journal on the following
pages.

 
Together: Make your grand escape

from the Easter Escape Room! (scan 
 QR code for instructions)

 
For Little Ones: Have an Easter egg

or scavenger hunt just like Jesus’
followers when hunting for Jesus.

Yes, adults can participate too!

EXTRA FUN 

Make and eat some Easter
Resurrection Rolls!

SONGS

"See, What a Morning"

by Elevation Music

Follow our Spotify Playlist

DISCUSSION
Read John 20:6-7. What is unusual about the linen cloths that are

found inside the tomb? What is significant about the face cloth and

where it is found? 

How does the fact that the tomb was not quite empty on that first

Easter morning confirm that Jesus has indeed risen? What would

you conclude about Jesus if you were there with Mary, John, and

Peter that first Easter morning? 

If you were a friend of Jesus in the first century, would you have

wanted to return to the tomb to honor Jesus? What can you do

today to honor Jesus?

PRAY
Jesus, help me to be like the women who visited Your tomb on that
first Easter morning. Help me be brave enough to honor You when
it’s not popular. Fill me with so much joy that I have to invite others
to experience Your life, death, and resurrection. May Easter not be
the end of faith, but the beginning of a new story. Amen!

REFLECTION
Luke wants us to know that Jesus really did die and He really did rise

back to life. The stone was rolled away not for Jesus’ benefit (He could

have walked through the stone) but for the benefit of those first

witnesses so they could see into the tomb. The grave cloths that were

left behind were left to confirm that the empty tomb was not robbed

and the body was not stolen. The evidence all points to the reality that

Jesus has defeated the grave and indeed has been resurrected to life!

If Jesus really was resurrected, as He predicted before He died, then

He truly must be the Son of God.

25
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Resurrection Sunday
Use the journal pages to reflect on today's devotional. 

 
Starter Ideas:

• This reading reminds me of/makes me think about... 
• My favorite verse was...

• I noticed...



Resurrection Sunday
J O U R N A L  P A G E
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